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governed by King and Peers, or by King and People. On
previous occasions the King had protested to the Prime
Minister against the virulent language employed by the
President of the Board of Trade, but without receiving
much satisfaction* Here, however, was an opportunity
for making an official protest; inasmuch as Lloyd George
appeared to have transgressed the rule that the sovereign's
name must never be introduced into political controversy*
He at once wrote to the Prime Minister to protest, stating
curtly that " not even as a phrase " must his name be
employed* Campbell-Bannerman, however, had himself
been incensed by the recent conduct of the House of Lords,
and was in no mood to accept the King's view that the
Peers must not be severely handled. Referring to Lloyd
George's offending speech, he wrote to the King: "I
think he did not greatly err, especially when the altered and
exasperating drcumstances are considered: Mr* Lloyd
George used the phrase out of respect, without the slightest
idea of implying any connivance or co-operation, and that
was so understood." For the moment the controversy was
closed by a letter from the King, in which he declared that
" Mr. Lloyd George, as a Cabinet Minister, cannot with
propriety indulge in that freedom of speech which, if he
were a private Member, he would be at liberty to gratify."
On another occasion, Campbell-Bannerman sought tactfully
to turn away his sovereign's wrath from his fiery Welsh
colleague: " I have passed on to him the objection taken,"
he wrote, " and admonished him to avoid such a tone in
future. Lloyd George is essentially a fighting man* and
he has not yet learned that once he gets inside an office bis
sword and spear should only be used on extreme occasions,
and with the consent of his colleagues. In all business
connected with his department, and in the House of
Commons work, he is most conciliatory, but the combative